

REGULAR MEETING OF McKEAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CALL TO ORDER - A regular meeting of the Borough Council was called to order by Mayor Weslee Clapper-Krepps on May 11, 2026, at 6 p.m., as previously advertised and took place at the McKean Borough Municipal Building.

ROLL CALL - Members present were Dodi Oblinski, by phone, Molly Davies, Tony Milano, Freddie Bongiorno, Teri Dillen-Secretary, and Wesley Clapper-Krepps, Mayor. Rose Scouten was absent.

CITIZEN COMMENT – Representatives from McKean Hose Co. and Middleborough Fire and Rescue were present to answer questions concerning the requested increase to fund services. It was agreed to look into the process of raising LST to $52/year for 2027. 
	Lance Aylsworth and Shelly Roppelt were present to discuss an ongoing water issue effecting 9130 Main St. PennDot and Erie Water Works have sent Representatives to check on the problem. DEP and Erie Conservation will be contacted to investigate also. Middleborough Sewer Authority will be called.  

MINUTES – Molly Davies moved to approve minutes of the April 13, 2026 regular meeting, second by Freddie Bongiorno and passed by unanimous roll call vote.

TREASURER REPORT – Molly Davies moved to approve Treasurer's Report April 30, 2026 subject to audit, second by Freddie Bongiorno and passed by unanimous roll call vote.
Molly Davies moved to approve payment of bills from the Listing of Bills May 2026, second by Freddie Bongiorno and passed by unanimous roll call vote.

CORRESPONDENCE
· ECATO Firemen’s Conference Dinner-April 30, St. Francis Ushers Club-$20 pp. 
	Molly Davies moved to approve $40 for Rose and Dodi to attend dinner, second by Freddie Bongiorno and passed by unanimous roll call vote.
· Middleboro Sewer Authority Minutes-April 2026-noted
· McKean Hose Company/Business Meeting Minutes April 2026-noted
· McKean Twp. Zoning Map change-8 Parcels noted along West Road from B-1 to R-2-noted
· BCD Properties Inc.-Notification of Drilling a Brine Well on property 10195 Osborne Road McKean PA  16426-noted


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND MAYOR
Roads-Catch Basins cleared, pot holes repaired/Frank Collechia
Ways and Means 
Finance -$1632.57 Interest
Mayor-Bicentennial America 250 flags
             Zoning-New Address: 5027 Hamot St. & Permit for Deck 
		5135 Cindy Lane-Moving blocks out of flood zone ASAP. Waiting for yard to dry up.
		Henry Sauers (McKean Tire)-clean up tires and unregistered cars within the next few weeks.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
	Molly Davies moved to approve the Ordinance No. 1-26, amending No. 38, second by Freddie Bongiorno and passed by unanimous roll call vote.
BOROUGH OF McKEAN
ERIE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
ORDINANCE NO. 1-26
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 38 OF THE BOROUGH OF McKEAN TO REPEAL MANDATORY SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS; ESTABLISHING VOLUNTARY STANDARDS FOR INSTALLATION; MANDATING THE MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OF ALL SIDEWALKS BY ABUTTING PROPERTY OWNERS; AND REPEALING INCONSISTENT ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS.
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of McKean has determined that universal, mandatory sidewalk installation as required by Ordinance No. 38 is no longer necessary for all properties; and
WHEREAS, the Borough Council intends to provide property owners with the choice to install sidewalks while ensuring any voluntary installations meet safety and engineering standards; and
WHEREAS, the Borough Council finds it necessary for public safety that all sidewalks, whether existing or hereafter constructed, be maintained in good repair by the owners of the abutting properties. while maintaining the existing requirements for snow and ice removal as established in Section V of Ordinance No. 38.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Borough Council of the Borough of McKean, as follows:
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT TO SECTION I (OPTIONAL CONSTRUCTION).
Section I of Ordinance No. 38 is hereby amended and restated in its entirety to read as follows:
"Section I. The construction of sidewalks and curbing within the Borough shall be optional at the discretion of the property owner. No owner of property abutting a public street shall be required to grade, pave, or construct sidewalks solely upon notice from the Borough, except where such construction is a required condition of an approved Subdivision or Land Development Plan."
SECTION 2. AMENDMENT TO SECTION II (PERMITS AND SPECIFICATIONS).
Section II of Ordinance No. 38 is hereby amended and restated in its entirety to read as follows:
"Section II. Any property owner electing to construct, reconstruct, or repair a sidewalk or curb upon their own initiative must first obtain a Borough Permit. All such work must conform to the line, grade, and material specifications established by the Borough Engineer to ensure public safety and proper drainage."
SECTION 3. MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR RESPONSIBILITY.
Every owner of property in the Borough shall be responsible for keeping the sidewalks and curbs abutting their premises in a safe condition and in thorough repair at all times. "Safe condition and thorough repair" shall include, but not be limited to: Repairing holes and cracks with a width or vertical displacement in excess of one-half (1/2) inch. Ensuring the sidewalk is free from hazardous slopes or significant spalling (deterioration) that creates a tripping hazard. Maintaining a surface free of obstructions, including overgrown vegetation or debris.
SECTION 4. REPAIR UPON NOTICE.
Upon the determination by a designated Borough official that a sidewalk is in a dangerous or defective condition, the Borough shall serve written notice upon the property owner. The owner shall have thirty (30) days from the date of such notice to complete the necessary repairs, or forty-eight (48) hours in the case of a determined emergency hazard.
SECTION 5. REPEAL OF SECTION IV (MANDATORY CONSTRUCTION ENFORCEMENT).
Section IV of Ordinance No. 38, which authorized the Borough to perform mandatory construction upon an owner's "neglect" and collect costs via Municipal Claim or Action in Assumpsit, is hereby REPEALED IN ITS ENTIRETY. The Borough shall no longer have the authority under this Ordinance to compel the installation of new sidewalks where none currently exist.
SECTION 6. PRESERVATION OF SNOW REMOVAL RESPONSIBILITIES.
Section V of Ordinance No. 38, relating to the responsibility of the landowner to clear snow and ice, remains in full force and effect. Nothing in this amendment shall be construed to relieve a property owner of the duty to clear snow and ice from the sidewalk abutting their property.
SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY.
If any sentence, clause, section, or part of this Ordinance is for any reason found to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, such finding shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions.
SECTION 8. REPEALER.
All other Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with this amendment, are hereby repealed to the extent of the inconsistency.
SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after its legal enactment and recording in the Borough Ordinance Book.
DULY ENACTED AND ORDAINED this ____ day of ___________, 2026.

ATTEST:                                                                        BOROUGH OF McKEAN
_______________________________                           By: ____________________________
Secretary                                                                                President of Council

Molly Davies moved to approved the Ordinance No. 2-2026, amending No. 1-2023, second by Freddie Bongiorno, and passed by unanimous roll call vote.

BOROUGH OF McKEAN
ERIE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
ORDINANCE NO. 2-2026

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1-2023 (THE McKEAN BOROUGH NUISANCE ORDINANCE) TO ESTABLISH THE ACCUMULATION OF SNOW AND ICE ON PUBLIC SIDEWALKS AS A DECLARED NUISANCE; PROVIDING FOR EXPEDITED ABATEMENT PROCEDURES; AND SETTING PENALTIES FOR NON-COMPLIANCE.  
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of McKean enacted Ordinance No. 1-2023 to regulate and resolve nuisances within the Borough; and
WHEREAS, the Borough Council has determined that the failure to clear snow and ice from public sidewalks poses an immediate hazard to the health, safety, and welfare of residents; and
WHEREAS, the existing 30-day resolution period for nuisances is insufficient for time-sensitive hazards like snow and ice accumulation.  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Borough Council of the Borough of McKean, as follows:
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT TO SECTION 2 (DEFINITIONS).
Section 2, Subsection A, under the definition of "NUISANCE," is hereby amended to ADD the following:
"8. Snow and Ice Accumulation: The failure of an owner, tenant, or occupant to clear a path of at least 36 inches in width on all public sidewalks abutting their property within twenty-four (24) hours after the cessation of any fall of snow, sleet, or freezing rain. Shoveling or plowing snow from private property into public streets or onto other public infrastructure is strictly prohibited".
SECTION 2. AMENDMENT TO SECTION 3 (DECLARATION OF NUISANCES).
Section 3 is hereby amended to add the following sentence at the end of the paragraph:
"Snow and ice accumulation as defined herein is further declared an 'Emergency Public Nuisance' due to the immediate risk of physical injury to the public."
SECTION 3. AMENDMENT TO SECTION 8 (FINAL DETERMINATION).
Section 8 is hereby amended to ADD Subsection D as follows:
"D. Expedited Abatement for Snow and Ice: Notwithstanding the thirty (30) day period mentioned in Section 8(C), if a nuisance consists of the accumulation of snow or ice as defined in Section 2, and the owner fails to correct said nuisance within twenty-four (24) hours of notice, the Borough may immediately act to remove the snow/ice. The costs of such removal, plus an administrative fee and any applicable penalties, shall be charged to the owner and may be collected via Municipal Claim or Action in Assumpsit". 
SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY.
If any part of this Ordinance is found to be invalid, the remaining parts stay in effect
SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its legal enactment.
DULY ENACTED AND ORDAINED this ____ day of ___________, 2026.

ATTEST:                                                              BOROUGH OF McKEAN
_______________________________                 By: _______________________________
Secretary                                                                       President of Council

						              _______________________________
						               Mayor    

NEW BUSINESS
	 Tony Milano moved to approve Resolution 4-2026, Engineering and Design Specs for sidewalks, second by Molly Davies and passed by unanimous roll call vote.
BOROUGH OF McKEAN
ERIE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
RESOLUTION NO. 4-2026

	A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF McKEAN, ERIE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, ADOPTING ENGINEERING AND DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, RECONSTRUCTION, AND REPAIR OF SIDEWALKS AND CURBS WITHIN THE BOROUGH. 
WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 1-26 of the Borough of McKean requires that all sidewalk and curb work conform to line, grade, and material specifications established by the Borough; and
WHEREAS, the Borough Council desires to establish uniform standards to ensure public safety, proper drainage, and ADA compliance for all voluntary and required sidewalk improvements.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of McKean as follows:
SECTION 1. ADOPTION OF STANDARDS.
The Borough of McKean hereby adopts the following engineering specifications for all sidewalk and curb construction:
· Materials: All sidewalks shall be constructed of Class A cement concrete with a minimum 28-day compressive strength of 3,300 psi.
· Dimensions:
· Standard sidewalks must be at least 4 inches thick, increased to 6 inches at driveways.
· Minimum sidewalk width shall be 4 feet, unless a different width is approved by the Borough Engineer to match existing conditions.
· Slope and Grade: Sidewalks shall have a cross-slope toward the street of 1/4 inch per foot (approximately 2%) to ensure proper drainage.
· Expansion & Control Joints: Expansion joints using 1/2-inch premolded filler shall be placed at intervals not exceeding 20 feet. Control (contraction) joints shall be placed every 5 feet.
· ADA Compliance: All new construction, specifically curb ramps at intersections, must strictly adhere to the latest PennDOT RC-67M standards and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility guidelines.  
SECTION 2. BOROUGH ENGINEER OVERSIGHT.
The Borough Engineer is authorized to provide supplemental technical drawings and instructions to permit applicants to ensure these standards are met. No work shall commence until the Borough has issued a permit based on these specifications. 
SECTION 3. AMENDMENTS.
These specifications may be amended from time to time by subsequent Resolution of the Borough Council to reflect changes in engineering best practices or state/federal law.
ADOPTED this ____ day of ___________, 2026.

ATTEST:                                                                       BOROUGH OF McKEAN

____________________________                                ____________________________
Secretary                                                                         President of Council

Molly Davies moved to approve Resolution 5-2026, Admin fees and costs for abatement of snow and ice issues, second by Freddie Bongiorno and passed by unanimous roll call vote.

BOROUGH OF McKEAN
ERIE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
RESOLUTION NO. 5-2026

   	A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF McKEAN, ERIE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, ESTABLISHING A SCHEDULE OF ADMINISTRATIVE FEES AND COSTS FOR THE ABATEMENT OF SNOW AND ICE NUISANCES.
WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 2-2026 authorizes the Borough to abate snow and ice nuisances and to collect the costs and administrative fees associated with such work; and
WHEREAS, the Borough Council desires to establish a fair and reasonable schedule of fees to ensure the Borough is reimbursed for the use of personnel, equipment, and administrative time.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of McKean as follows:
SECTION 1. ABATEMENT FEE SCHEDULE.
In the event the Borough must clear snow or ice from a public sidewalk due to a property owner's non-compliance, the following charges shall apply:
· Administrative Fee: A flat fee of $50.00 per violation to cover the cost of inspection, processing the notice, and clerical time.
· Labor and Equipment (Borough Personnel): $65.00 per hour (minimum 1-hour charge).
· Contracted Services: If the Borough utilizes a third-party contractor, the property owner shall be billed the actual invoice amount plus a 10% administrative surcharge.
· Materials: Actual cost of salt, sand, or de-icing agents used during the abatement.
	 
	

	First Offense
	$20 – $75 (often a lower "ticket" amount if paid promptly)

	Repeat Offenses
	$100 – $300 (amounts often escalate with each violation in a single season)

	Maximum Penalty
	Up to $600 – $1,000 (plus court costs) if the case goes before a Magisterial District Judge



SECTION 2. COLLECTION OF FEES.
All fees and costs established herein shall be due and payable within thirty (30) days of the date of the Borough’s invoice. Unpaid balances shall be subject to the filing of a Municipal Lien against the property, which shall include additional legal and filing fees as permitted by the PA Borough Code.
SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This resolution shall take effect immediately and remain in force until amended by a subsequent resolution of the Borough Council.
ADOPTED this ____ day of ___________, 2026.
ATTEST:                                                                             BOROUGH OF McKEAN
_______________________________                                 By: _______________________________
Secretary                                                                                       President of Council
				
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION-Discussion with Hose Co. and Middleborough Fire and Rescue if it would be helpful to invite Rep. Jake Banta and new County Council Exec. Christine Vogel to next meeting. Secretary will check if this is a possibility and let everyone know.
With no objections all moved to adjourn with no objections at 7:20 p.m.
IMPORTANT DATES
Regular Borough Meeting:  June 8 2026, 6:00 p.m.
	Sewer Authority Meeting: May 25, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
								 				
                                                                                  Respectfully Submitted,


						          Teri Dillen, Secretary


   		 




